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2021 BRASS Scholar Reception

BRASS Celebrates 9" Annual Judi & Jack Johnson Day

BRASS family. They were welcomed by 93 guests at this annual event hosted

by Jo Ann Peterson at the Montebello Highrise. It was generously underwritten
by BRASS members Jo Ann Petersen, Myra Wilson, Ed McMahon, Don Jordan, Lisa
Chandler, and Linda Kuykendall.

We welcomed our four 2020-2021 BRASS scholars Mariah Berner, Ph.D.; Jennifer Deger,
M.D./Ph.D.; Juan Romero, M.D./Ph.D.; and Sarah Waldvogel M.D./Ph.D. along with our
four 2021-2022 scholars Sharon Bright Amanya, PhD; English Laserna, Ph.D.; Malcolm
McDonald, M.D./Ph.D.; and Apoorva Thatvarty M.D./Ph.D.—all candidates for these
degrees. Scholar selection committee members, Dr. James Bonar, Michele Collins, Peter
VanDerlofske and Myra Wilson handled the introductions.

On November 11, eight new BRASS Scholars were formally introduced to the

This event celebrates both the scholars and Judi and Jack Johnson for their continued
generous research support through the Wintermann Foundation which, each year,
provides our 16 BRASS scholars in the Baylor College of Medicine Graduate School of
Biomedical Sciences a $3,000 stipend to help fund their research during years two to five
of their graduate studies. Scholars use these discretionary funds for research supplies, lab
equipment, and other needed agents to perfect their research process.

BRASS Scholars (2018-2019) Sarah Herzog, Ph.D. candidate and Linda Zhang, M.D./Ph.D.
candidate, spoke of the impact this financial support from the Wintermann foundation has
provided and how profoundly it has advanced their research efforts and results.

Myra Wilson and Ed McMahon presented a certificate and $500 award with congratulations
to BRASS scholars Sarah Herzog, Linda Zhang, Dominique Armstrong, and Matthew
Penna for being honored as the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo 2021 Outstanding
Community Leaders.




BRASS Highlights

We Welcome Huda Zoghbi, M.D. to the BRASS Board as our Baylor College of Medicine Liason

r. Huda Y. Zoghbi is Distinguished Service Professor at Baylor College of

Medicine in the Departments of Molecular and Human Genetics, Pediatrics,

Neurology, and Neuroscience; Investigator with the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute; and founding Director of the Jan and Dan Duncan Neurological
Research Institute at Texas Children’s Hospital.

Dr. Zoghbi graduated with distinction from the American University of Beirut. She
went on to her first year of medical school at American University of Beirut, but
due to the civil war in Lebanon, she moved to the U.S. and received her medical
degree from Meharry Medical College. She joined Baylor College of Medicine for
her residency and subsequently obtained additional training in molecular genetics.

Dr. Zoghbi’s expertise ranges from neurodevelopment to neurodegeneration. She
and Dr. Harry Orr discovered that Spinocerebellar Ataxia type 1 is caused by
expansion of a polyglutamine tract. Her subsequent studies demonstrating that such
expansion leads to accumulation of the mutant protein in neurons has had profound ramifications since many late-
onset neurological disorders involve similar accumulations of disease-driving proteins. Her work in neurodevelopment
led to the discovery of the gene Mathl/Atohl and showed that it governs the development of several components
of the proprioceptive, balance, hearing, vestibular, and breathing pathways. She also discovered that mutations in
MECP?2 cause the postnatal neurological disorder Rett syndrome and revealed the importance of this gene for various
neuropsychiatric features.

Dr. Zoghbi has trained over 100 scientists and physician-scientists including several BRASS scholars. Dr. Zoghbi’s
dedication and commitment to Baylor’s mission is palpable. She has been committed to educating the next generation
of scientists and to creating collaborative opportunities. She is a member of multiple professional organizations
and boards. She has been elected to the National Academy of Medicine, the National Academy of Sciences, and
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and has honorary degrees from Harvard University, the University of
Massachusetts, and Yale University. Dr. Zoghbi’s honors include the Pearl Meister Greengard Prize from Rockefeller
University; the Shaw Prize in Life Science and Medicine; the Breakthrough Prize in Life Sciences; the Canada Gairdner
International Prize; the Victor A. McKusick Leadership Award from the American Society of Human Genetics; the
Citation Laureate by Web of Science; and the Lundbeck Foundation’s 2020 Brain Prize. The BRASS family is honored
to welcome this world renowned doctor to the BRASS Board as our Baylor College of Medicine Liason/Mentor.

BRASS Scholars Receive Awards

V BRASS Scholar (2018-2019) Sarah Herzog, Ph.D. candidate (below) spoke at the scholar’s reception about how impactful the

financial support provided by the Wintermann Foundation has been to her research’s advancement and results. Linda Zhar
M.D./Ph.D. candidate (2018-2019) also shared her gratitude for the Foundation’s support.

4 Ed McMahon presented Dominique
Armstrong, Kali Deans, Linda
Zhang, and Sarah Herzog with
framed certificates and a $500
award for being selected as
the 2021 HLS&R Outstanding
Community BRASS Scholars of the
year. This award is in recognition

19

of their outstanding service to the
community, society, and humanity
through their personal involvement

and leadership.
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